
R710.  Public Safety, Fire Marshal.
R710-9.  Rules Pursuant to the Utah Fire Prevention Law.
R710-9-1.  Title and Authority.

1.1  These rules shall be known as the "Rules Pursuant to the Utah Fire Prevention Law", and
may be cited as such, and will be hereafter referred to as "these rules".

1.2  These rules are promulgated in accordance with Title 53, Chapter 7, Section 204, Utah
Code Annotated 1953, as amended.

R710-9-2.  Definitions.
2.1  "Academy" means Utah Fire and Rescue Academy.
2.2  “Academy Director” means the Director of the Utah Fire and Rescue Academy.
2.3  “Administrator” means Fire Service Education Administrator.
2.4  "Board" means Utah Fire Prevention Board.
2.5  "Certification Council" means Utah Fire Service Certification Council.
2.6  “Coordinator” means Fire Education Program Coordinator.
2.7  "Division" means State Fire Marshal.
2.8  “ICC” means International Code Council, Inc.
2.9  “IFC” means International Fire Code.
2.10  "Institutional occupancy" means asylums, mental hospitals, hospitals, sanitariums,

homes for the aged, residential health care facilities, children's  homes or institutions, or any
similar institutional occupancy.

2.11  "LFA" means Local Fire Authority.
2.12  “NFPA” means National Fire Protection Association.
2.13 "Place of assembly" means where 50 or more people gather together in a building,

structure, tent, or room for the purpose of amusement, entertainment, instruction, or education.
2.14  “Plan” means Fire Academy Strategic Plan.
2.15  "SFM" means State Fire Marshal.
2.16  “Standards Council” means Fire Service Standards and Training Council.
2.17  “Sub-Committee” means Fire Prevention Board Budget Sub-Committee or Amendment Sub-

Committee.
2.18  "UCA" means Utah Code Annotated, 1953.

R710-9-3.  Specific Editions of the Fire Code and Standards.
3.1  The International Fire Code (IFC), 2000 edition, excluding appendices, as promulgated

by the International Code Council, Inc., is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference as the state
fire code, for the safeguarding of life and property from the hazards of fire and explosion, except
as amended by provisions listed in R710-9-6, et seq.

3.2  National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), Standard 160, Standard for Flame Effects
Before an Audience, 1998 edition, except as amended by provisions listed in R710-9-6, et seq.

R710-9-4.  Conduct of Board Members and Board Meetings.
4.1  Board meetings shall be presided over and conducted by the chairman and in his absence

the vice chairman or the chairman's designee.
4.2  A quorum shall be required to approve any action of the Board.
4.3  The chairman of the Board and Board members shall be entitled to vote on all issues

considered by the Board.  A Board member who declares a conflict of interest or where a conflict of
interest has been determined, shall not vote on that particular issue.

4.4  Meetings of the Board shall be conducted in accordance with an agenda, which shall be
submitted to the members by the division, not less that 21 days before the regularly scheduled Board
meetings.

4.5  Public notice of Board meetings shall be made by the Division as prescribed in UCA
Section 52-4-6.

4.6  The division shall provide the Board with a secretary who shall prepare minutes and
shall perform all secretarial duties necessary for the Board to fulfill its responsibility.  The
minutes of Board meetings shall be completed and sent to Board members at least 14 days prior to the
scheduled Board meeting.

4.7  A Board members standing on the Board shall come under review after two unexcused
absences in one year from regularly scheduled board meetings.  The Board members name shall be
submitted to the governors office for status review.

R710-9-5.  Procedures to Amend the International Fire Code.
5.1  All requests for amendments to the IFC shall be submitted to the division on forms

created by the division, for presentation to the Board at the next regularly scheduled Board meeting.
5.2  Requests for amendments received by the division less than 21 days prior to any

regularly scheduled meeting of the Board may be delayed in presentation until the next regularly
scheduled Board meeting.

5.3  Upon presentation of a proposed amendment, the Board shall do one of the following:
5.3.1  Accept the proposed amendment as submitted or as modified by the Board;
5.3.2  Reject the proposed amendment;
5.3.3  Submit the proposed amendment to the Board Amendment Subcommittee for further study;

or
5.3.4  Return the proposed amendment to the requesting agency, accompanied by Board comments,

allowing the requesting agency to resubmit the proposed amendment with modifications.
5.4  The Board Amendment Subcommittee shall report its recommendation to the Board at the

next regularly scheduled Board meeting.



5.5  The Board shall make a final decision on the proposed amendment at the next Board
meeting following the original submission.

5.6  The Board may reconsider any request for amendment, reverse or modify any previous
action by majority vote.

5.7  When approved by the Board, the requesting agency shall provide to the division within
45 days, the completed ordinance.

5.8  The division shall maintain a list of amendments to the IFC that have been granted by
the Board.

5.9  The division shall make available to any person or agency copies of the approved
amendments upon request, and may charge a reasonable fee for multiple copies in accordance with the
provisions of UCA, 63-2-203.

R710-9-6.  Amendments and Additions.
The following amendments and additions are hereby adopted by the Board for application

statewide:
6.1 Institutional
6.1.1  IFC, Chapter 2, Section 202, Educational Group E, Day care is amended as follows: On

line three delete the word “five” and replace it with the word “four”.
6.1.2  IFC, Chapter 2, Section 202, Institutional Group I-1 is amended to add the following:

On line nine add “type 1" in front of the words “assisted living facilities”.
6.1.3  IFC, Chapter 2 Section 202, Institutional Group I-2 is amended as follows: On line

three delete the word “five” and replace it with the word “three”.  On line eight after the words
“detoxification facilities” delete the rest of the paragraph, and add the following: “ambulatory
surgical centers with two or more operating rooms where care is less than 24 hours and type 2
assisted living facilities.  Type 2 assisted living facilities with five or fewer persons shall be
classified as a Group R-4.  Type 2 assisted living facilities with at least six and not more than
16 residents shall be classified as a Group I-1 facility.

6.1.4  IFC, Chapter 2, Section 202, Institutional Group I-2, Child care facility is amended
as follows: On line two delete the word “five” and replace it with the word “four”.

6.1.5  IFC, Chapter 2, Section 202, Institutional Group I-4 day care facilities, Child care
facility is amended as follows: On line three delete the word “five” and replace it with the word
“four”.  Also on line two of the Exception delete the word “five” and replace it with the word
“four”.

6.2  Record Drawings
6.2.1  IFC, Chapter 9, Section 901.2.1 is amended to add the following: The code official has

the authority to request record drawings (“as builts”) to verify any modifications to the previously
approved construction documents.

6.2.2  IFC, Chapter 9, Section 902.1 Definitions, RECORD DRAWINGS is deleted and rewritten
as follows: Drawings (“as builts”) that document all aspects of a fire protection system as
installed.

6.3  Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems
6.3.1  IFC, Chapter 9, Section 903.2.5 is deleted to include the exception and rewritten as

follows: An automatic fire sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings with Group I fire
areas.  Listed quick response or residential sprinkler heads shall be installed in patient or
resident sleeping areas.

6.4  Class K Portable Fire Extinguishers
6.4.1  IFC, Chapter 9, Section 906.4, and NFPA, Standard 10, Section 2-3.2, 1998 edition, is

deleted and replaced with the following:
6.4.1.1  Class K labeled portable fire extinguishers shall be provided for the protection of

commercial food heat-processing equipment using vegetable or animal oils and fat cooking media.  A
placard shall be provided and placed above the Class K portable fire extinguisher that states that
if a fire protection system exists, it shall be activated prior to use of the Class K portable fire
extinguisher.

6.4.1.2  Those existing sodium or potassium bicarbonate dry-chemical portable fire
extinguishers, having a minimum rating of 40-BC, and specifically placed for protection of commercial
food heat-processing equipment, shall be allowed to remain in use in the kitchen area to provide
protection to hazards other than the commercial food heat-processing oils and cooking media.

6.5 Retroactive Installations of Automatic Fire Alarm Systems in Existing Buildings
6.5.1 IFC, Chapter 9, Sections 907.3.1.1, 907.3.1.2, 907.3.1.3, 907.3.1.4, 907.3.1.6,

907.3.1.7, 907.3.1.8 and 907.3.1.9 are deleted.
6.6  Backflow Protection
6.6.1  The potable water supply to automatic fire sprinkler systems and standpipe systems

shall be protected against backflow as required in Utah Administrative Code, R156-56-707(41).
6.7  Exit Signs
6.7.1  IFC, Chapter 10, Section 1003.2.10 is amended to add the following section:

1003.2.10.1.1 Floor-level exit signs.  Where exit signs are required in Section 1003.2.10.1,
additional approved exit signs that are internally or externally illuminated, photo luminescent or
self-luminous, shall be provided in all corridors serving guest rooms of R-1 occupancies and
amusement building exits.  The bottom of such signs shall not be less than six inches (152mm) nor
more than 8 inches (203mm) above the floor level and shall indicate the path of travel. For exit and
access doors, the sign shall be on the door or adjacent to the door with the closest edge of the sign
within eight inches (203mm) of the door frame.

6.8  Fireworks
6.8.1  IFC, Chapter 33, Section 3301.1.3 is amended to add the following Exception: 5. The

use of fireworks for display and retail sales is allowed as set forth in UCA 53-7-220 and UCA 11-3-1.



6.9  Flammable and Combustible Liquids
6.9.1 IFC, Chapter 34, Section 3404.4.3 is amended as follows: Delete 3403.6 on line three

and replace it with 3403.4. 
6.10  Liquefied Petroleum Gas
6.10.1  IFC, Chapter 38, Section 3809.12, is amended as follows: Delete 20 from line three

and replace it with 10.

R710-9-7.  Fire Advisory and Code Analysis Committee.

7.1  There is created by the Board a Fire Advisory and Code Analysis Committee whose duties
are to provide direction to the Board in the matters of fire prevention and building codes.

7.2  The committee shall serve in an advisory position to the Board, members shall be
appointed by the Board, shall serve for a term of three years, and shall consist of the following
members:

7.2.1  A member of the State Fire Marshal’s Office.
7.2.2  The Code Committee Chairman of the Fire Marshal’s Association of Utah.
7.2.3  A fire marshal from a local fire department.
7.2.4  A fire inspector or fire officer involved in fire prevention duties.
7.2.5  A member appointed at large.
7.3  This committee shall join together with the Uniform Building Code Commission Fire

Protection Advisory Committee to form the Unified Code Analysis Council.
7.4  The Council shall meet as directed by the Board or as directed by the Building Codes

Commission or as needed to review fire prevention and building code issues that require definitive
and specific analysis.

7.5  The Council shall select one of it’s members to act in the position of chair and another
to act as vice chair.  The chair and vice chair shall serve for one year terms on a calendar year
basis.  Elections for chair and vice chair shall occur at the meeting conducted in the last quarter
of the calendar year.

7.6  The chair or vice chair of the council shall report to the Board or Building Codes
Commission recommendations of the Council with regard to the review of fire and building codes. 

R710-9-8.  Fire Service Education Administrator and Fire Education Program Coordinator.

8.1  There is created by the Board a Fire Service Education Administrator for the State of
Utah.  This Administrator shall be the State Fire Marshal.

8.2  The Administrator shall oversee statewide fire service education of all personnel
receiving training monies from the Fire Academy Support Account.

8.2.1  The Administrator shall oversee fire service education in fire suppression, fire
prevention, fire administration, operations, hazardous materials, rescue, fire investigation, and
public fire education in the State of Utah.

8.3  The Administrator shall dedicate sufficient time and efforts to ensure that those monies
dedicated from the Fire Academy Support Account are expended in the best interests of all personnel
receiving fire service education.

8.4  The Administrator shall ensure equitable monies are expended in fire service education
to volunteer, career, and prospective fire service personnel.

8.5  The Administrator shall as directed by the Board, solicit the legislature for funding
to ensure that fire service personnel receive sufficient monies to receive the education necessary
to prevent loss of life or property.

8.6  The Administrator shall oversee the Fire Department Assistance Grant program by
completing the following:

8.6.1  Insure that a broad based selection committee is impaneled each year.
8.6.2  Compile for presentation to the Board the proposed grants.
8.6.3  Receive the Board’s approval before issuing the grants.
8.7  The Administrator shall if necessary, establish proposed changes to fire service

education statewide, insuring personnel receive the most proficient and professional training
available, insure completion of agreements and contracts, and insure that payments on agreements and
contracts are completed expeditiously.

8.8  The Administrator shall report to the Board at each regularly scheduled Board meeting
the current status of fire service education statewide.  The Administrator shall present any proposed
changes in fire service education to the Board, and receive direction and approval from the Board,
before making those changes.

8.9  To assist the Administrator in statewide fire service education there is hereby created
a Fire Education Program Coordinator.

8.10  The Coordinator shall conduct fire service education evaluations, budget reviews,
performance audits, and oversee the effectiveness of fire service education statewide.

8.11  The Coordinator shall ensure that there is an established Utah Fire Service Strategic
Training Plan for fire service education statewide.  The Coordinator shall work with the Academy
Director to update the Strategic Plan and keep it current to the needs of the fire service.

8.12  The Coordinator shall report findings of audits, budgetary reviews, training contracts
or agreements, evaluation of training standards, and any other necessary items of interest with
regard to fire service education to the Administrator.

8.13  The Coordinator shall ensure that contracts are established each year for training and
education of fire personnel that meets the needs of those involved in fire service education
statewide.

8.14  The Coordinator shall be the staff assistant to the Fire Service Standards and Training



Council and shall present agenda items to the Council Chair that need resolution or review.  As the
staff assistant to the Training Council, the coordinator shall ensure that appointed members attend,
encourage that the decisions made further the interests of fire service education statewide, and
ensure that the Board is kept informed of the Training Council’s decisions.

R710-9-9.  Enforcement of the Rules of the State Fire Marshal.
9.1  Fire and life safety plan reviews of new construction, additions, and remodels of state

owned facilities shall be conducted by the SFM, or his authorized deputies.  State owned facilities
shall be inspected by the SFM, or his authorized deputies.

9.2  Fire and life safety plan reviews of new construction, additions, and remodels of public
and private schools shall be completed by the SFM, or his authorized deputies, and the LFA.

9.3  Fire and life safety plan reviews of new construction, additions, and remodels of
publicly owned buildings, privately owned colleges and universities, and institutional occupancies,
with the exception of state owned buildings, shall be completed by the LFA.  If not completed by the
LFA, the SFM, or his authorized deputies shall complete the plan review.

9.4  The following listed occupancies shall be inspected by the LFA.  If not completed by the
LFA, the SFM, or his authorized deputies shall inspect.

9.4.1  Publicly owned buildings other than state owned buildings as referenced in 9.1 of this
rule.

9.4.2  Public and private schools.
9.4.3  Privately owned colleges and universities.
9.4.4  Institutional occupancies as defined in Section 9-2 of this rule.
9.4.5  Places of assembly as defined in Section 9-2 of this rule.
9.5  The Board shall require prior to approval of a grant the following:
9.5.1  That the applying fire agency be actively participating in the statewide fire

statistics reporting program.
9.5.2  The Board shall also require that the applying fire agency be actively working towards

structural or wildland firefighter certification through the Utah Fire Service Certification System.

R710-9-10. Fire Service Standards and Training Council.
10.1  There is created by the Board, the Fire Service Standards and Training Council, whose

duties are to provide direction to the Board and Academy in matters relating to fire service
standards, training, and certification.

10.2  This Council shall serve in an advisory position to the Board, members shall be
appointed by the Board, shall serve three year terms, and shall consist of the following members:

10.2.1 Representative from the Utah State Fire Chiefs Association.
10.2.2 Representative from the Utah State Firemen's Association.
10.2.3 Representative from the Fire Marshal's Association of Utah.
10.2.4 Specialist in hazardous materials representing the Hazardous Materials Institute.
10.2.5 Fire/arson investigator representing the Utah Chapter of the International Association

of Arson Investigators.
10.2.6 Specialist in wildland fire suppression and prevention from the Utah State Division

of Forestry, Fire and State Lands.
10.2.7 Representative from the International Association of Firefighters.
10.2.8 Representative from the Utah Fire Service Certification Council.
10.2.9 Representative from the fire service that sits on the Utah State Emergency Medical

Services Committee.
10.2.10 Representative from the Utah Fire Training Officers Association.
10.3  The Council shall meet quarterly and may hold other meetings as necessary for proper

transaction of business.  The majority of the Council shall be present to constitute a quorum.
10.4  The Council shall select one of its members to act in the position of chair, and

another member to act as vice chair.  The chair and vice chair shall serve one year terms on a
calendar year basis.  Elections for chair and vice chair shall occur at the meeting conducted in the
last quarter of the calendar year.  If voted upon by the council, the vice chair will become the
chair the next succeeding calendar year.

10.5  If a council member has two or more unexcused absences during a 12 month period, from
regularly scheduled Council meetings, it is considered grounds for dismissal pending review by the
Board.  The Coordinator shall submit the name of the Council member to the Board for status review.

10.6  A member of the Council may have a representative of their respective organization sit
in proxy of that member, if submitted in writing and approved by the Coordinator prior to the
meeting.

10.7 The Chair or Vice Chair of the Council shall report to the Board the activities of the
Council at regularly scheduled Board meetings.  The Coordinator may report to the Board the
activities of the Council in the absence of the Chair or Vice Chair.

10.8  The Council shall consider all subjects presented to them, subjects assigned to them
by the Board, and shall report their recommendations to the Board at regularly scheduled Board
meetings.

R710-9-11.  Fire Prevention Board Budget and Amendment Sub-Committees.

11.1  There is created two Fire Prevention Board Sub-Committees known as the Budget
Subcommittee and the Amendment Subcommittee.  The subcommittees membership shall be appointed from
members of the Board.

11.2  Membership on the Sub-Committee shall be by appointment of the Board Chair or as
volunteered by Board members.  Membership on the Sub-Committee shall be limited to four Board



members.
11.3  The Sub-Committee shall meet as necessary and shall vote and appoint a chair to

represent the Sub-Committee at regularly scheduled Board meetings.

R710-9-12.  Utah Fire Service Certification Council.

12.1  There is created by the Board, the Utah Fire Service Certification Council, whose
duties are to oversee fire service certification in the State of Utah.

12.2  The Certification Council shall be made up of 12 members, appointed by the Academy
Director, approved by the Board, and each member shall serve three year terms.

12.3  The Certification Council shall be made up of users of the certification system and
comprise both paid and volunteer fire personnel, members with special expertise, and members from
various geographical locations in the state.

12.4  The purpose of the Certification Council is to provide direction on all aspects of
certification, and shall report the activities of the Certification Council to the Fire Service
Standards and Training Council.

12.5 Functioning of the Certification Council with regard to certification, re-certification,
testing, meeting procedures, examinations, suspension, denial, annulment, revocation, appeals, and
reciprocity, shall be conducted as specified in the Utah Fire Service Voluntary Certification
Program, Policy and Procedures Manual.

12.6  A copy of the Utah Fire Service Voluntary Certification Program, Policy and Procedures
Manual, shall be kept on file at the State Fire Marshal’s Office and the Utah Fire and Rescue
Academy. 

R710-9-13.  Utah Fire and Rescue Academy.
13.1  The fire service training school shall be known as the Utah Fire and Rescue Academy.
13.2  The Director of the Utah Fire and Rescue Academy shall report to the Administrator the

activities of the Academy with regard to  completion of the agreed academy contract.
13.3  The Academy Director may recommend to the Administrator or Coordinator new or expanded

standards regarding fire suppression, fire prevention, public fire education, safety, certification,
and any other items of necessary interest about the Academy.

13.4  The Academy shall receive approval from the Administrator, after being presented to the
Standards and Training Council, any substantial changes in Academy training programs that vary from
the agreed contract.

13.5  The Academy Director shall provide to the Coordinator by October 1st of each year, a
numerical summary of those students attending the Academy in the following categories:

13.6.1  Those participating in the certification process and those who have received
certification during the previous contract period.

13.6.2  Those working towards  and those who have received an Associate in Fire Science in
the previous contract period.

13.6.3 Those who have completed other Academy classes during the previous contract period.
13.6  The Academy Director shall provide to the Coordinator by October 1st of each year, a

numerical comparison of the categories required in Section 13.5, comparing attendance in the previous
contract period.

13.7  The Academy Director shall provide to the Coordinator by October 1st of each year, in
accepted budgeting practices, a cost analysis of classes provided by the Academy, and the cost per
student to the Academy to provide those classes.

13.8  The Academy Director shall provide to the Coordinator by October 1st of each year, a
numerical summary of those students attending Academy courses in the following categories:

13.8.1  Non-fire service personnel enrolled in college courses.
13.8.2  Volunteer or career fire service personnel enrolled in college credit courses.
13.8.3  Volunteer or career fire service personnel enrolled in non-credit continuing

education courses.
13.9  The Academy Director shall present to the Coordinator by January of each year,

proposals to be incorporated in the Academy contract for the next fiscal year.

R710-9-14.  Deputizing Persons to Act as Special Deputy State Fire Marshals.
14.1  Special deputy state fire marshals may be appointed by the SFM to positions of

expertise within the regular scope of the Fire Marshal's Office.
14.2  Special deputy state fire marshals may also be appointed to assist the Fire Marshal's

Office in establishing and maintaining minimum fire prevention standards in those occupancies listed
in the Fire Prevention Law.

14.3  Special deputy state fire marshals shall be appointed after review by the State Fire
Marshal in regard to their qualifications and the overall benefit to the Office of the State Fire
Marshal.

14.4  Special deputy state fire marshals shall be appointed by completing an oath and shall
be appointed for a specific period of time.

14.5  Special deputy state fire marshals shall have a picture identification card and shall
carry that card when performing their assigned duties.

R710-9-15.  Repeal of Conflicting Board Actions.
All former Board actions, or parts thereof, conflicting or inconsistent with the provisions

of this Board action or of the codes hereby adopted, are hereby repealed.

R710-9-16.  Validity.



The Utah Fire Prevention Board hereby declares that should any section, paragraph, sentence,
or word of this Board action, or of the codes hereby adopted, be declared invalid, it is the intent
of the Utah Fire Prevention Board that it would have passed all other portions of this action,
independent of the elimination of any portion as may be declared invalid.

R710-9-17.  Adjudicative Proceedings.
17.1  All adjudicative proceedings performed by the agency shall proceed informally as set

forth herein and as authorized by UCA, Sections 63-46b-4 and 63-46b-5.
17.2  If a city, county, or fire protection district refuses to establish a method of appeal

regarding a portion of the UFC, the appealing party may petition the Board to act as the board of
appeals.

17.3  A person may request a hearing on a decision made by the SFM, his authorized deputies,
or the LFA, by filing an appeal to the Board within 20 days after receiving final decision.

17.4  All adjudicative proceedings, other than criminal prosecution, taken by the SFM, his
authorized deputies, or the LFA, to enforce the Utah Fire Prevention and Safety Act and these rules,
shall commence in accordance with UCA, Section 63-46b-3.

17.5  The Board shall act as the hearing authority, and shall convene as an appeals board
after timely notice to all parties involved.

17.6  The Board shall direct the SFM to issue a signed order to the parties involved giving
the decision of the Board within a reasonable time of the hearing pursuant to UCA, Section 63-46b-
5(i).

17.7  Reconsideration of the Board's decision may be requested in writing within 20 days of
the date of the decision pursuant to UCA, Section 63-46b-13.

17.8  Judicial review of all final Board actions resulting from informal adjudicative
proceedings is available pursuant to UCA, Section 63-46b-15.
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